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A development constraint or land use suitability map involves overlaying
layers of information in a GIS environment such as soils, floodplains, slopes,
and elevation data in order to help determine which areas are better suited
for future development. On this map 10 different classes of regulatory
constraints, environmentally sensitive features, and important cultural sites
have been assigned a weight on a scale of 1 to 5 with 5 being the most
constrained. These weights are shown in the table below. All areas within the
Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) of the City of San Marcos were overlaid with
a 10' X 10' grid and each cell within that grid assigned a value based on the
aggregated weight of all the constraints at that location.

Development Constraint Key
1- Least Constrained

2

3 - Moderately Constrained

4

5 - Most Constrained

PlanningInfo@sanmarcostx.gov
www.sanmarcostx.gov

512-393-8230

1 2 3 4 5
1 Cultural Resources

Archeological Sites X
Cemeteries X

City Parks X
National Registry District X
Public Land (city-owned) X

San Marcos Historic District X
State Land (Fish Hatchery) X

2 Edwards Aquifer
Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone X

Contributing Zone within the Transition Zone X
Edwards Aquifer Transition Zone X

3 Endangered and Threatened Species

10 species: (Blacked-capped Vireo, Blanco
Blind Salamander (T), Cagles's Map Turtle (T),

Fountain Darter, Golden-cheeked Warbler,
Coma! Springs Riffle Beetle, San Marcos

Gambusio, San Marcos Salamander (T), Texas
Blind Salamander, Texas Wild Rice )

X

4 Floodplains
Floodway X

100 YR Floodplain X
500 YR Floodplain X

5 Priority Watersheds
Blanco X

Purgatory X
San Marcos Historic District X

Sessoms X
Sink X

Willow Springs X
Other X X

6 Sensitive Feature Protection Zone
Karst X

7 Slopes
<15% X

15%-25% X
>25% X

8 Solis (erosivity)
Low potential for erosivity X

Moderate potential for erosivity X
High potential for erosivity X

9 Vegetation
Deciduous and Evergreen Forest Land X

10 Water Quality Zone
Water Quality Zone X

Water Quality Zone Buffer X

ID Environmental Constraint
Weight
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Public Land (city-owned) X
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Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone X

Contributing Zone within the Transition Zone X
Edwards Aquifer Transition Zone X

3 Endangered and Threatened Species

10 species: (Blacked-capped Vireo, Blanco
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