
      Current Version: June 21, 2007                                             Previous Versions: 09/29/99 and 04/17/86  
 

606S   06/21/07  Page 1               Fertilizer 

Item No. 606S 
Fertilizer 

606S.1  Description  

This item shall govern the provision and distribution of fertilizer over the areas indicated 
on the Drawings and in accordance with these specifications. 
 
This specification is applicable for projects or work involving either inch-pound or SI 
units.  Within the text, inch-pound units are given preference with SI units shown within 
parentheses. 

606S.2  Submittals 

The submittal requirements for this specification item shall include: 
 

A.  Type of soil(s) at the site. 

B.  Type(s) of re-vegetation (seeding, sodding, etc). 

C.  Type(s) of fertilizer. 

D.  Rate(s) of application of fertilizer. 

E.  Chemical analysis of the fertilizer(s). 

606S.3  Materials  

All fertilizer used on site shall be delivered in bags or containers, which are clearly 
labeled and show the analysis.  The figures in the analysis shall represent the percent 
of nitrogen, phosphoric acid and potash nutrients, respectively, as determined by the 
methods of the Association of Official Agricultural Chemists.  The fertilizer may be 
subject to testing by the State Chemist in accordance with the Texas Fertilizer Law.  A 
pelleted or granulated fertilizer shall be used..  Fifty percent or greater of the Nitrogen 
required shall be in the form of Nitrate Nitrogen (N03).  The remaining Nitrogen required 
may be in the form of Urea Nitrogen [CO(NH2)2]. 
 
The total amount of nutrients furnished and applied per acre (hectare: 1 hectare equals 
2.471 acres) shall equal or exceed that specified for each nutrient. 

606S.4  Construction Methods  

General requirements and criterion for vegetative activities, including fertilizing, for the 
City of Austin are presented in Section 1.4.4, "Vegetative Practice", and Section 1.5.4, 
"Revegetation Criteria" of the City of Austin Environmental Criteria Manual. 
 

The fertilizer type and rate of application should be based on chemical tests of 
representative soil samples taken after completion of construction and ground work.  
Appropriate initial fertilizer application rates for the Austin area (in lieu of 
recommendations from soil testing) are provided in the sections of the City of Austin 
Environmental Criteria Manual identified below: 

A.   Permanent seeding. - [Section 1.4.4.B.4]. 
B.   Restoring Climax Grasses - [Section 1.5.5.E]. 
C.   Sod. -. [Section 1.4.4.E.5]. 
D.  Maintenance of Mulch Sod. - [Section 1.4.4.C.4].      
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Pelleted or granulated fertilizer shall be applied uniformly into the soil to a depth of 4 
inches (100 mm) over the area specified on the Drawings to be fertilized and in the 
manner directed for the particular item of work. The fertilizer shall be dry and in good 
physical condition.  Fertilizer that is powdered or caked will be rejected.  Distribution of 
the fertilizer for the particular item of work shall meet the approval of the Engineer or  
Designated Representative. 
  
Maintenance fertilizing shall be applied every 6 months after the new sod or grass is 
placed or until the work is accepted by the City. 
 
The fertilizer may also be applied with the hydromulch 

606S.5  Measurement  

Work and acceptable material for "Fertilizer" will be measured by the normal ton of 2,000 
pounds (megagrams: 1 megagram equals 1.1023 tons) or by the 100 pounds (50 
kilograms: 1 kilogram equals 2.205 pounds) as determined by approved scales or 
guaranteed weight of sacks shown by the manufacturer. 

606S.6  Payment  

The work performed and materials furnished and measured as provided under 
"Measurement" shall be included in the unit price bid for the item of construction in which 
fertilizer is used, unless specified in the Drawings as a Pay Item. 
 
When fertilizer is specified on the Drawings as a pay item or included in the contract  bid 
form, the work performed and materials furnished and measured as provided under 
"Measurement" will be paid for at the unit bid price for "Fertilizer" of the analysis 
specified on the Drawings. The unit bid price shall include full compensation for 
furnishing all materials and performing all operations necessary to complete the work. 
 
Payment, when specified, will be made under one of the following: 
 

Pay Item No. 606S-A:  Fertilizer            Per Ton. 
Pay Item No. 606S-B:  Fertilizer          Per 100 Pounds. 

 
End 
 

SPECIFIC CROSS REFERENCE MATERIALS 
Specification Item 606S "Fertilizer"  

City of Austin Environmental Criteria Manual 
Designation              Description 
Section 1.4.4.B.4  Design Criteria of Section B. Critical Area Stabilization (with 

Permanent Seeding)  

Section 1.4.4.C.4   Design Criteria of Section C. Critical Area Stabilization (with 
Mulch Sod)  

Section 1.4.4.E.5   Site Preparation of Section E. Critical Area Stabilization (with 
Sod)  

Section 1.5.5.E   Fertilizer, Section E of 1.5.5, "Restoring Climax Grasses" 
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RELATED CROSS REFERENCE MATERIALS 
Specification Item 606S "Fertilizer"  

City of Austin Technical Specifications  
Designation                       Description 
Item No. 601S             Salvaging and Placing Topsoil 
Item No. 602S            Sodding for Erosion Control 
Item No. 604S            Seeding for Erosion Control 
Item No. 605S            Soil Retention Blanket 
Item No. 607S            Slope Stabilization 
Item No. 608S            Planting 
Item No. 609S            Native Grassland Seeding and Planting for Erosion Control 

Item No. 610S              Preservation of Trees and Other Vegetation 
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